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vancing morality. The newer religions have been
precisely protests against the objectionable conduct
of the old-fashioned deities who retained the manners
and customs of a more barbarous period ; and have,
therefore, been regarded by the older faith, some-
times with justice, as atheistic. Without referring
to the familiar cases, I am content to appeal to the
present day. What are the relative positions of the
theologian and his opponent during the modern phase
of evolution ? The theologian has, in the main,
maintained the sanctity of old institutions and
customs; and I do not doubt that he has rendered a
useful service. But the demand for justice, for the
abolition of slavery, of the hardships of the poor and
oppressed, the desire to construct society upon a
wholesomer ideal, has been generated, not by theo-
logical speculation, but by the new relations into
which men have been brought and.the new senti-
ments developed. It has been accepted most fully by
men hostile to all theology, by the free-thinker, the
atheist, and the materialist, whom the orthodox de-
nounces as criminal. Doubtless the denouncer has
excuses: the reformer may err in the direction of
excessive demolition; but the very survival of the
older creeds depends, as we all see, upon their
capacity for assimilating and finding utterance for
the moral convictions which have arisen outside of